ROTARY CLUB OF DENVER MILE HIGH

EXCELLENCE SINCE 1989, WITH THE BEST STILL TO COME

· CHARTERED: May 3, 1989.  

· 57 Charter Members, almost 1/3 women.

·  Charter Night held at Cherry Hills Country Club.

·  Sponsored by the Denver Rotary Club (Club 31) and supported by University Hills Rotary

·  Our Rotary Club Number is 26370

·  As of May 3, 2010, the remaining Charter Members are: Loy Dickinson, Terry Fiske, Breck Grover, Art Otten,  Linda Sue Shirkey and Vass Sirpolaidis.

· We have always been a Wednesday morning breakfast Club.  We met at the DAC from 1989 until April of 1997 when we moved to the University Club and have remained since.

I. PRESIDENTS: 1989-90: Loy Dickinson.

    1990-91: Vass Sirpolaidis.

    1991-92: Joy Sandberg.

    1992-93: Art Otten.

    1993-94: Terry Fiske.

    1994-95: Dee Pallasch.

    1995-96: Greg Kinnear.

    1996-97: Linda Love.

    1997-98: Larry Reno.

    1998-99: Rob Davidson.

    1999-00: Noreen Keleshian

    2000-01: Greg Smith.

    2001-02: Nan Odell.

    2002-03: Joe Pepper.

    2003-04: Steve Sehnert.

    2004-05: Jan Sandhouse Hurst.

    2005-06: Dan Himelspach.

    2006-07: Marion Leggett.

    2007-08: Patricia Fiske

    2008-09: Diane Messamore

    2009-10: Carolyn Schrader

    2010-11: Geoff Noble

II. COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS.

· Barth Hotel (our very first project) painting; annual Christmas Party decorating the Christmas Tree; Valentine's Dance; barbecues; window washing; continues today.

· Assisted placement into workplace of Emily Griffith Opportunity School grads (where Vass learned to speak English).

· Participation with Colorado Women's Employment and Education (CWEE) to help students hone job-interviewing skills.

· Gleaning for COMPA Food Ministries, starting in 1991 and continuing to the present.

· Participated in first YMCA Mother's Santa Claus Shop.

· High School Debate Contest for Denver Public Schools.

· Collecting eyeglasses for Seniors, Inc.

· Assistance to Mi Casa.

· Shoebox program for children at Crawford Elementary School.

· Computer program to obtain, recondition and distribute computers to worthy non-profit organizations.  Recipients included the Denver Rescue Mission, Children’s' Hospital, the Peace Corps, and organizations in Chile and Russia.

· Bagging and distribution of food for Thanksgiving Outreach.

· Mentoring at West High School Career Day.

· Participation in Read To Me program at Crawford Elementary.

· Built a rest area for wheelchair-bound persons at the Wilderness on Wheels facility.

· Granting of scholarships to "At Risk" students at Third Way.

· Painting and decorating at Victim's Service Center.

· Denver Rescue Mission's Christmas Party at the Oxford Hotel for many years.

· Financial grant to Human Resources, Inc. for its loan program.

· Adoption of a section of the Continental Divide Trail to clean up annually; Section is the "Knightsridge" near Lake Granby.

· Chaperoning of youths from Inroads and Park Hill Junior Golf at the Sprint International PGA Golf Tournament at Castle Pines.

· Key-pal Literacy Project with Samuels Elementary, pairing Rotarians with 5th graders to read and discuss books via e-mail; project extended over three years and won District Literacy Award.

· Adoption of families through "Pros with a Purpose" program, providing furniture, legal advice and moral support.

· Funds donated to Colorado Boys Ranch in memory of Past President Joy Sandberg, who died in 2000.

· Refurbished donated computers for George Washington High's computer magnet program.

· Helped staff the Samaritan House Back-to-School Health Fair.

· Since 2005, Speaker's Gift has been the donation of a book to the Denver Public Schools in support of the District 5450's Literacy Program.

· Support of "Peak Challenge" to benefit Emily Griffith Opportunity School.

· Teaching Brain Wise at Eagleton Elementary School.

· Participation in Junior Achievement Program at Eagleton Elementary School.

· Villa Park Christmas Party, starting in 2006 with 400 attendees and increasing in size each year.

· Peace in the Streets support and participation, starting in 2007.

· Parent Pathways Diaper Drive, ongoing.

· Teaching the 4-Way Test to students at Cowell Elementary School.

· 9Health Fair participation—annually.

· Supporting and helping fund a grant for Brain Wise to be taught at Colorado High School Charter.

· Contributing to Joshua Station project sponsored by Denver Cherry Creek Club.

· Helping to teach Money Smart program in Villa Park.

III. INTERNATIONAL SERVICE PROJECTS.

· Established "Sister" relationship with Rotary Club of Seoul Mapo, Korea.

· Received matching grant from RI Foundation of $5,000 in 1991 to purchase, recondition and ship an ambulance to Azua, Dominican Republic.  Denver SE Rotary assisted in the project by purchasing a generator to supply lighting for the operating room at the hospital.

· Shipped refurbished computers to Belize, Czechoslovakia and Russia.

· Village Bank Project in Celaya, Mexico.  Small loans to women to start small craft-based businesses to become self-sufficient.

· Gathering and shipping of tons of books to Free University in Russia, and to India.

· Support of Project Open Hearts.

· Support of a blood bank project in the Dominican Republic.

· Assistance to Los Angeles Rotarians following Northridge Earthquake.

· Assistance to Travelers' Aid at airport.

· Nepal Water Project to construct a water delivery system for a remote village.  Required cooperation with other clubs in US and Nepal, plus a matching grant from RI.

· Co-sponsored the creation of a Rotary Club in Lomonsov, Russia.

· Aid to Colombians left homeless by natural disaster.

· Received RI Carl P. Miller Grant of $25,000 to send several members to Russia to explore possible international projects.

· Two tons of medical supplies, clothing and toys sent to Kazakhstan.

· In conjunction with Project Open Hearts, Don Elliott, Rita Lenz and team performed first open-heart surgery operations in Kazakhstan, aided by Club members Nan Odell, Chuck Rudolph and Dan Himelsbach.

· Collection of clothing and shipment to orphanage in Kazakhstan.

· Obtaining and delivery of 2 EKG monitors to a clinic in the Ukraine.

· Linda Sue Shirkey delivered a $500 donation from our Foundation to a Rotary Club in India to assist earthquake victims.

· Obtained a RI Matching Grant for computers to be shipped and installed in schools in Mongolia—completed and installed in 38 schools.

· Purchase and delivery of an Oxygen Manifold System for a Project Open Hearts project in Mongolia.

· Friendship Bridge proposal was approved and funded to provide microcredit bank loans in Guatemala.

· Rita Lenz, Terry Fiske and Chuck Rudolph traveled to Mongolia with Project Open Hearts.

· Chuck Rudolph got a Matching Grant to deliver wheelchairs to Mongolia, working with the Rotary Club of Ulaanbaatar.

· Sent a shipment of books to a school in Nairobi, Kenya.

· Furnished an apartment and helped a Somali refugee family settle in Denver, partnering with Ecumenical Refugee Services.

· Provided supplies including books, medicines and winter clothing to orphanages in Nairobi, Kenya and Kashmir, India.

· Assisted in funding surgical trips to Tanzania with Project Open Hearts and to the Philippines

· Purchased sterilization equipment for a surgical trip to the Philippines for children with facial deformities, through the Wheat Ridge Club.

· Carolyn Schrader organized and got a Matching grant for an HIV/AIDS training program in Zimbabwe.

· Helped outfit a school library in Bahia, Brazil.

· Purchased 2 high-speed sewing machines for a women’s group in the Philippines, requested by former member Niki Stone, a Peace Corps Volunteer in the area.

· Provided funding for Project Open Hearts supplies.

· Purchased vitamins for 2 orphanages in Mongolia and in Kenya.

· Sponsored an RI Grant for additional HIV/AIDS training in Zimbabwe.

· Hosted 4 Iraqi members of the Baghdad City Government in Denver and elected them as honorary members of our Club.  Jack Houser discussed with RI President Stenhammer to get RI approval and these 4 men will be the nucleus for their own club once Iraq is stabilized.  

· Provided earthquake relief in Kashmir, from member contributions and sponsored by Linda Sue Shirkey.

· Sponsored a Refugee family arriving from Cambodia, outfitted their apartment and provided an introduction to the US.

· Helped fund a literacy program for children and adults in Bahia, Brazil with Westminster 7:10 Club through a Rotary Matching Grant.

· Purchased books and clothing for children in Girls’ Orphanage in Kashmir, India, sponsored by Linda Sue Shirkey; support has continued over several years.

· Helped fund a water system in Guimaras, Philippines, sponsored by Wheat Ridge and Thornton Rotaries.

· Sponsored a Matching Grant to provide HIV/AIDS training and community building to youth in Zimbabwe.

· Supported an AIDS orphanage in Swaziland, sponsored by Club 31.

· Provided assistance in one of our 4 Honorary Members in Baghdad to get his family to Colorado.

· Sponsored two Iraqi families (including one of our honorary members) upon their arrival to Colorado.

· Helped fund an exchange program with Iraqi youths visiting Colorado.

· Helped fund Loy Dickinson’s continued support of Friendship Bridge micro-credit projects in Guatemala. 

· Supported a Matching Grant sponsored by the Conifer Club to do a medical and agricultural project in rural Kenya.

· Chuck Rudolph sponsored a Matching Grant to build a water distribution system in Rukubi, the village close to Tumaini orphanage, that we also have supported for several years.

· Provided funding to earthquake victims in Peru in fall, 2007.

· Helped fund a literacy project in Dominican Republic sponsored by the DTC Rotary.

· Don Elliott and Carolyn Schrader traveled to Zimbabwe to do the preparatory research for a 3-H Grant for community development; Grant application was filed in early 2008 and approved for funding in 2009.

· Gave funding for a test project in Zimbabwe to support the 3-H Grant application.

· Patricia Fiske and other Rotarians organized Health Fairs in rural China supported by Rotarians from the RC of Shanghai and funding from RI.

IV. SPEAKERS AND PROGRAMS.

· We have had politicians: Governors Romer and Owens, former-Governor Dick Lamm, Mayors Webb and Hickenlooper; Mayoral candidates Ritter, Silverman, Bain, etc.; City Treasurer Gallagher; several of them more than once.

· We've toured or heard presentations from the major cultural facilities, such as the Museum of Nature and Science, The Library, the Art Museum's Chinese, Egyptian and Mongolian Exhibitions, the Denver Symphony, Colorado Ballet, Opera Colorado, the Newman Center at DU, and the new Ellie Caulkin auditorium.

· Dr. Thomas Sutherland spoke to us after his harrowing experience as a prisoner in Lebanon.  We made him an Honorary Paul Harris Fellow.

· Construction phase tours of facilities such as DIA and Coors Field and a visit to Union Station to hear about the vast changes that are happening there.

· Sister Monique Vredveld recounted her childhood experience as a prisoner of the Japanese in Indonesia during WWII.

· We've heard Supreme Court Justices, Judges, Dr. Tom Noel; DPS School Superintendents, media representatives, sports personalities.

· We've had demonstrations of fitness equipment, a trampoline and how to tie fishing flies.

· We've had authors of recent books, and John Fielder with his photos and books several times.

· We've had several interesting programs on the environment, alternate sources of fuel and becoming “green.”

· Scientists, educators and health professionals have spoken to us.

· Other charities have made pitches to us.

· We've heard Tucker Hart Adams several times on the Colorado Economy; John Dill on economic development; the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; growth and the tax surplus; development in the Golden Triangle; growth and the Denver Water Board; comments from editors of the Post and the News; the success stories of Gary Judd of Vectra Bank and also Jake Jabs.

· Cindy Dormer gave us guidelines for healthy nutrition and for those who didn't listen, we had a pitch from the Hemlock Society.

· We had members' reports, such as Cathy Scherer's report on the Ukraine; a report on the Project Open Hearts' trips to Kazakhstan and Mongolia; Done Elliott and Carolyn Schrader on their trips to Zimbabwe.

· Craig Richardson updated us on the National Security Agency.

· We have willingly listened to investment advisors talking about the global economy; and we’ve had presentations about the economy and investment strategies, by both club members and other financial professionals.

· GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE.

· Nominated members for GSE teams to Denmark;

· Hosted GSE teams from Denmark; Portugal; Japan; Pakistan; and China.

· Jan Sandhouse Hurst led our District's GSE team to Turkey in 2005.

· Patricia Fiske led our District’s GSE team to China in 2007.

V. SPONSORSHIPS.

· Hosted Jana Turcinkova, a Rotary Youth Exchange Student from Czechoslovakia.  Jana was the granddaughter of the couple who hosted Loy Dickinson for a night after he was shot down in WWII.  Loy had maintained contact with the family and arranged for Jana to be with us.  Jana attended George Washington High, where she received honors; went with us on outings and a ski trip; and, attended our functions.  I believe Jana has since graduated from a Czech university and has obtained her PhD.  Her brother was also a Youth Exchange Student last year and was hosted by the Golden Club.

· Sponsored Tammy Schultz as Club's first Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar for one year's study of international management in New Zealand.

· Have sponsored 2 -4 students to Rotary Youth Leadership Award-RYLA Camp at Estes Park, each year since 1990.

· Sponsored Jargal as an Honorary Member while he attended DU Business School.  Chuck Rudolph had met Jargal on his trips to Mongolia.

· Sponsored Kalend Muteb as an Honorary Member while he attended DU. After graduation and finding employment, Kalend joined our Club.

· Sponsored Joe Rice as an Honorary Member after his return from two tours in 

Iraq.  Joe was recently elected to the Colorado Legislature.

· Sponsored Sheikh Mohammad Bagar Al Suhali, Kareem Al Jaff, Omar Al Rahmany, and Adnan Abdol Al Sib as Honorary Members.  They were all members of the Baghdad City Council and visited our Club.  In so doing, which required the approval of Rotary International, we were the first Rotary Club in the world to reach out to Baghdad Iraqis in this way.

VI. AWARDS RECEIVED.

· Rotary International Presidential Citation (won each year it's been given).

· District Scott Metcalf Award -award for our Barth project (1990).

· District Ed Bemis Award - Best bulletin, Dee Pallasch, editor (1993).

· District Vocational Award, Best Project (Peggy Houser, Chair) (1993).

· District Membership Growth (1993), (1996), (1997), (2008).

· District Ray Jenkins Award-highest per capita to RI Foundation (1992).

· Chuck Rudolph as Most Outstanding Volunteer from Project Open Hearts.

· Loy Dickinson selected as District Governor (1993-94).

· Linda Love selected as District Rotarian of the Year (1994).

· District's Most Outstanding Club (1996).

· Colorado's "Outstanding Philanthropic Organization" at National 

Philanthropy Day (1999).

· District Compassion Award - Jack Houser (1999).

· District Outstanding Senior Active Award - Don Elliott (1999).

· District Youth Service Award for Key-Pal Reading Program (2000).

· In 2003, the Club and Foundation Boards approved a VOLUNTARY Pledge Program of $200 annually for our Club's Foundation.

· Rita Lenz was honored by the Parliament of Mongolia with a "Certificate of Appreciation" in 2003.

· Terry Fiske received District's Les Bevans Pacesetter Award for Vocational Service (2004).

· Jack Houser was honored as the Active Senior Rotarian in 2004-2005. 

· Patricia Fiske received the District’s Rotarian of the Year award in 2005-2006.

· Carolyn Schrader won the Rotary Foundation District Service Award in 2006-2007.

· Carolyn Schrader won the Les Bevans Award for Vocational Service in 2007-2008.

· Carolyn Schrader won the Family of Rotary Award for work with an Iraqi Sister Cities group in 2009-10.

· Best Club Growth Award 14% for clubs with more than 61 members for 2009-10.

· Ann Tull won the District 5450 Governor’s Award for the Rotary Foundation District Service Award in 2009-10 for her work with the Ambassadorial Scholarship.

· Dan Himelspach won the District 5450 Governor’s Award for the Rotary Foundation District Service Award in 2009-10 for his work with the District Grants Committee.

· 2009-10 Presidential Citation Award

· 2009-10 Rotary International Significant Achievement Award was won for our club activities with the Villa Park neighborhood. 

VII. FELLOWSHIP EVENTS.

Charter Nights at the Denver Club; University Club; Denver Country 

Club; the Westin; the Sirpolaidises; and other great venues.

Valentine's Day party at Phipps Mansion.

Christmas Parties at many locations, including members' homes and 

offices, Overland Golf Course, the DU International Center; the 

Victorian House, etc.

Chuck Rudolph initiated annual stag fishing trip in 1993.

Women initiated their own "women's overnight" at Susan Henderson's in 

1994; held sporadically since.



Ski trips on the Winter Park Ski Train.



Several events at the Denver Buffalo Company (alas it is no more).

Annual parties for our past-presidents have included a Bar Tour of LoDo; 

an event at Hudson Gardens; a super party at Chief Colorow's Cave (watching the Avalanche win the Stanley Cup); Coors Field for a Rockies game; picnics at Washington Park; etc.

Mini-dinners and brunches hosted by Club members promote fellowship 

among our members and also raise funds for our Foundation.



Climbing expeditions to conquer 14ers, including Mts. Quandary, 

Democrat, Bross, Evans and Elbert.

VIII. DISTRICT INTERNATIONAL SERVICE AWARD.

Recognizing the importance of International Service to the Rotary World, our Club established the District 5450 International Service Award in 1994 to recognize the project by a District Club that best contributes to greater world understanding and peace.  The award includes a $500 grant.  Judging of entries is by a panel of members from our International Service Committee, plus a non-member distinguished in international affairs.  Dr. Sutherland was our first outside panelist.  Although our Club's international projects are impressive, we have disqualified ourselves from consideration for this award.

IX. WE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAIN VISITING ROTARIANS.

Our collection of Banners from Clubs we’ve visited and members of Clubs that have visited us now consists of Banners from 199 US Clubs (from 46 states and D.C.) and from 192 International Clubs from 62 countries.  

X. DENVER MILE HIGH ROTARY FOUNDATION.

Created during the administration of Club President Terry Fiske (1993-

94), with legal work by Peter Nadel and Larry Reno.

A fully qualified 501(c)(3) organization for IRS purposes, so that 

donations to it are fully deductible to the donor.



Initial fund-raising auction held in 1994, raised over $10,000.



Second Club auction raised $17,000, then matched by McCormick 

Foundation.



Has continued to hold auctions and raffles to raise funds.



Held first two Golf Tournaments in 2004 and 2005.

 “Hole-in-One Shootout” event held annually at the Kennedy Golf 

Course this June (2007 through 2010).

"Loy Dickinson Donor" recognition established to recognize donors of at 

least $1,000 to DMH Foundation (cash or value of items).



Donation of $5,000 to Samaritan House.



Assisted with school expenses for Kalend Muteb.



Co-hosted a fund raiser with the Colorado Chapter of the Wine Society of 

America.  Dinner and auction raised $8,000 for the Foundation.



Developed a business plan devised by Jim Steele to raise a capital 

endowment of $50,000 and then use the annual income from investments and donations to fund the Club's community and international service projects.

XI. THE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION.

As can be seen from the magnitude and scope of the many programs undertaken by DMH Rotary, support from the RI Foundation has been essential.  From the outset of our entry into the Rotary family, DMH Rotarians have been very supportive of the RI Foundation.  In recent years, our Club has encouraged the voluntary participation of Club members to support the RI Foundation by an annual pledge of at least $100 per year.  To date, an aggregate total of 74 DMH Rotarians have become Paul Harris Fellows.  Many have continued their giving and have attained one or more of the successive steps recognized by RI.  At the present time, 38 of our members are Paul Harris Fellows.  7 current or past members have obtained PHF, plus 2 or more, so the Club has strongly supported the RI Foundation.  In November, which is the "Rotary Foundation Month," Noreen Keleshian, our indefatigable RI Foundation Chairperson, will give more information about the importance of becoming a Paul Harris Fellow, and, further, how RI and our Club assist you in that effort.

XII. DENVER MILE HIGH ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD.

Instituted in 1998 to recognize an outstanding Club member who has made exceptional contributions to the Rotary Club of Denver Mile High and the local community in one or more of the Four Avenues of Service-Above Self by participation in Club activities (Club Service) participation throughout the community in service to others (Community Service) interest in and the promotion of international peace through understanding and goodwill (International Service), and promotion of the ideals of the Four-Way Test in his or her business or profession (Vocational Service).  Recipients to date have been:



1998 - Chuck Rudolph.



1999 - Rita Lenz.



2000 - Tom Ashbaugh.



2001 - Peggy Houser.



2003 - Dan Himelspach and Doug Seagren.



2004 - Terry Fiske.



2006 – Carolyn Schrader.



2007 – Larry Reno.



2008 – 



2009 – Melanie Gentz

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS.

· Sponsored the LoDo Rotary Club, chartered in October of 1994.

· Romance has flowered among our members.  Terry Fiske and Patricia (nee Parker) were married during Terry's term as President.  The entire membership of the Club was invited to the wedding and reception and I believe it may have been the only time that the Club had 100% attendance.  

· During Nan Odell's Presidency, a speaker named Vic Lazzaro addressed us on health issues.  Vic asked Nan out later and they were married in a traditional Tibetan ceremony in Tibet about a year later.  The happy couple gave us a program with photos of the event, which was beautiful.  

· We have two married couples in our membership – the Fiskes and the Housers.  

· We have had a mother-daughter as members (Niki Stone and Lisa Wilson) and a father-daughter team (the Schlauchs).

· We have successfully sponsored the chartering in 2008 of the Sky High Club.

XIV. DISTRICT OFFICERS.

We have been active in the administration of our District 5450.  We have served on most of the District’s committees, but in particular have held the following leadership positions: 


Loy Dickinson – District Governor.


Patricia Fiske – Literacy Chair.


Dan Himelspach—Chair, Grants Subcommittee




       Lieutenant Governor 2010-2011




       District Governor Nominee for 2014-15 


Larry Reno – Program Chair.


Ann Tull – Ambassadorial and World Peace Scholarship Co-Chair.



      Incoming Chair of Ambassadorial Scholarship Comm.


Carolyn Schrader, Patricia Fiske, and Steve Sehnert have served as 

Assistant District Governors.


More to come!! 

XV. IN MEMORIAM.

Over the years, members of the Club have had cancer, heart troubles, other illnesses and ailments, and also car accidents, bike accidents, and the usual slips and falls.  We have also lost seven club members, three sadly in one year.  They are:

Joy Sandberg - 1999

Jerry Friedman - 2005

Bill Porter – 2006

Bob Hite – 2007

Larry Reno – 2007

Jim Steele – 2007

Don Elliott - 2009

In their memories, we dedicated a tree to Joy at Washington Park in 2000 and a tree to Jerry at Robinson Park in 2005.  Trees were also dedicated to each of the other beloved members through the Parks People program. 


11

